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How have the scholars of different disciplines and regions studied mediation in conflicts? In order to
answer this research problem, the presenter will qualitatively explain the course of development of the
studies of mediation in different disciplines and countries such as in Japan and the United States.

The presentation aims to explain the evolution of the concept of mediation in the academic literature of
different disciplines. While many researchers admit the need to develop various methods of conflict
resolution to end violent conflicts at all levels of analyses, few articles systematically explain the
evolution of non-institutionalized methods of conflict resolution. Now that it is difficult to establish
institutionalized mechanisms of third-party conflict resolution to end violence between parties in the
Asia-Pacific region, it is reasonable to focus more on non-institutionalized mechanisms of third-party
conflict resolution such as good offices, mediation and conciliation. Among these non-institutionalized
methods to manage various conflicts, mediation is used more often than others in the world, including
the Asia-Pacific region.

While mainly scholars of the law discipline have produced a great amount of works on mediation as an
alternative dispute resolution to complement the malfunction of formally institutionalized legal
institutions, it is going to be revealed that there is a need for further research on how the different types
of mediators can coordinate with each other to cooperatively end armed conflicts.
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