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Abstract: 
Nearly every study conducted the past twenty years finds that terrorists are more likely 
to attack democracies, yet this literature fails to account for the wide variation of attacks 
found within regime types.  I argue that contested territory is a cause of regime type 
and terrorism, and therefore the democracy-terrorism link may be spurious.  Using the 
Global Terrorism Database to identify transnational terrorist attacks from 1970 to 2001, 
I find little evidence that democracies are more prone to terrorist attacks than other 
regimes but strong evidence that states with territorial disputes are.  
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