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Objective

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) and Japan are the two largest powers and the
most important countries in East Asia. After the end of the Cold War, the dynamics of
their relations have experienced a profound structural power shift, characterized by both
conflicts and cooperation. On the one hand, the eruptions of various political disputes in
recent years, such as the former Japanese prime minister’s visit to the Yasukuni Shrine
and the anti-Japan demonstration in China, have seriously deepened distrust between
China and Japan. Old problems, such as the shadow of the history, combined with new
rivalries over the security arena, are troubling the two powers in the post Cold War
world. On the other hand, bilateral economic and social relations between the two
countries have been significantly enhanced. In economic aspect, for instance,
Sino-Japanese trade in 2007 has reached 237.3 billion US dollars, which is almost 25
times compared with that in 1980. In social exchange aspect, in 2007, for example, the
two nations celebrated the 35th anniversary of normalization of their diplomatic
relations by organizing various youth and cultural exchanges. More than 300 activities
were organized in just a single year, which saw a sharp increase of people-to-people
exchanges between the two nations.

This workshop attempts to investigate the nature of Sino-Japanese relations in the post
Cold War era. It addresses three research questions revealed by the complex picture as
noted above: First, why have disputes broke out frequently in Sino-Japanese relations
after the end of the Cold War? Second, despite frequent disputes, why has cooperation
between China and Japan continued in the economic and social aspects? Third, given
that China and Japan have never experienced a “strong-strong relationship” over the
past 150 years, will their relationship bring more peace and stability or more conflicts
and competitions?

This workshop also calls for a paradigm shift in the methodological aspect in this area.
It will be unique in two ways compared with the past studies: 1) An Interdisciplinary
Perspective. In the current literature of Sino-Japanese relations, most studies were



conducted by following a historical and descriptive approach. Only few studies tried to
explain issues in Sino-Japanese relations in a theoretical and analytical manner.
Historical facts cannot be understood without assistance of theoretical tools. Conversely,
theoretical tools cannot be tested without a careful understanding of historical facts. In
this workshop, both IR scholars and historians will be invited to contribute their works
for a common goal to improve our systematic understanding of the complex bilateral
relations 2) A Global Vision. Most previous studies on Sino-Japanese relations were
usually conducted by scholars in one country. In this workshop, scholars from China,
Japan, as well as from other countries, will be invited to contribute their pieces. A fresh
understanding of Sino-Japanese relations is expected by inviting overseas scholars to
joint this project. It is also hoped that a network will be built among the participants
after the workshop.
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