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1. The Question of Russia's Identity 

 Russia's Orientation toward Europe Rather Than Asia 

 

2. Post-Soviet Chaos in Russia 

 

3. "Modernization" from Ground Zero 

(1) Two Russia's: 50% Metropolitan Areas and 50% Regional Cities, Towns, and 

Villages  

(2) Corruption as a Cost to Modernization  

(3) Public Support of Putin 

(4) Results of Recent Public Opinion Polls in Russia about the Nation's Current Political 

Situation and Foreign Relations 

 

4. Russian Foreign Policy Today  

(1) National Interest-based Foreign Policy under Putin 

(2) Putin-Medvedev Leadership  

 

5. Implications for Russian-Japanese Relations 

 (1) Pragmatism in Russian Foreign Policy 

 (2) Infrastructure Development Needs in the Russian Far East 

 (3) Japan as a Partner in the Modernization of the Prussian Far East 

(4) Possible Breakthrough in the Territorial Dispute with Japan 

 


