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Age of migration

» Globalization has caused a dramatic
Increase Iin the number of migrants
worldwide’ from 75 million in 1965 (ILO
2000) to more than 200 million in 2008
(IOM, 2008).

» According to the IOM, In 2005 migrants
accounted for 2.9% of the world
population. Migrant workers are
estimated to be around 90~95 millions,
accounting for 41.7~49.7% of all
migrants.
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Asia on the move

Asia has become one of the most significant
and N g | o b arégiors endhe world not only
In terms of the cross-border movement of
capital and goods, but also Iin terms of the
movement of people.

International migration Is having a significant
Impact in the social, demographic and
economic development of all Asian nations.

Over 20 million Asian workers are estimated
to be living outside their native countries.



Asia on the move (cont.)

» The continent Is also the leading source of family

»

and authorized economic migration to most of

t he wor | dom=celving negians ama t
countries.

The nine largest immigrant-exporting countries
(Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and
Thailand) together contribute between one half
and two thirds of all documented immigrants and
refugees to the international migration stream.



Asian Countries: Numbers Residing in OECD Countries
Source: OECD Database on Immigrants and Expatriates
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Developments in Mobility In

Asla-Pacific Countries

» The Myth of Traditional Immobility

» Increased scale and complexity of movement
» Migration now within the reach of many

» Increased female involvement in migration

» Involvement of both high and low skilled groups
» Increased government involvement
» Growth of the migration industry

» Growth of both documented and undocumented

migration
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Trends and characteristics

» The various subregions of Asia have been
characterized by specific migratory
movements.

» Traditionally, South Asia iIs identified as a
subregion of origin of migration, East Asia
as a subregion of destination and South-
East Asia as a subregion of both origin
and destination.



Diverse patterns

» At the same time, however, migration flows
have developed In different directions,
particularly within the various regions, so that it
Is difficult to maintain the traditional
characterizations.

» In East Asia, for instance, migration from China,
although unauthorized, has become important
in Japan and the Republic of Korea, and
Koreans continue to enter Japan.

» South Asia cannot be considered justa
subregion of origin, in view of the substantial
migration from Bangladesh and Nepal to India.



Recent trends

» The very recent period has seen an
Increase In relatively more skilled temporary
migration from Asia to other parts of the
world, especially North America, Europe

»

and Australasia.

There have also been increases in
outsourcing of a range of activities which

have implied muc
services trade wit
the movement of

N greater expansion of
nout necessarily involving

neople.



Recent trends (cont.)

» Recent migration has been rather different in

»

»

terms of its nature and its duration.

The movement of more educated and skilled
professional workers has been dominantly to
developed countries, either to the US, or

western Europe or even to Australia and New
Zealand.

By contrast, the movement of unskilled or
relatively less skilled workers has displayed a
much more diverse pattern, with a large and
growing extent of intra-Asian region migration.

10



v

v

v

v

v

Major Types of Migration

South-North permanent and temporary
skilled migration

Constant Labour Migration 1 largely
unskilled

Student Migration
Forced Migration
Marriage Migration
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Important points about labor
migration

Attention should be given to the fact that
migration Is not just an individual choice,
put a choice taking place within a
nousehold.

nternational labour flows do not occur
randomly, but respond to linkages
established through history (colonialsm)
and economic interaction.
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“shor mgration wont.

» The costs involved In international migration are
offset by social networks that facilitate the
movement of people who can enter into such
networks and ensure the continuation of

»

migration
differentia

The cumu

peyond the attractiveness of
S.

ative changes in both sending and

receiving countries brought about by migration
ensure that migration flows will continue beyond
the original intentions.
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