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Earlier Debate on 

the Definition of Human Security

É Human Development Report (1994)

É Freedom from fear and Freedom from want.

É Security: Economic, Food, Health, Environmental, 
Personal, Community, and Political.

É Human Security Network (1999 -)

É Freedom from pervasive threats to peopleõs rights, 
their safety or even their lives.

É Commission on Human Security (2003) ; 
Friends of Human Security (2006 -)

É To protect the vital core of all human lives in ways 
that enhance human freedoms and human fulfillment.

É Protecting people from critical and pervasive threats.
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Reaching Consensus at 

the United Nations  
É World Summit (2005)

É All individuals are entitled to freedom from fear and 
freedom from want, with an equal opportunity to enjoy all 
their rights and fully develop their human potential.

É The Heads of State and Government committed 
themselves to define the notion of Human Security .

É The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) the populations from 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 
humanity (mass atrocities). [Prevent; React; Rebuild]

É UN Secretary -Generalõs Report (2010)
É Human Security does not entail the use of force against 

the sovereignty of States. Human Security is different from 
the Responsibility to Protect (R2P).

É Human Security integrates the goals of freedom from fear, 
freedom from want and freedom to live in dignity through 
people-centered, comprehensive, context -specific and 
preventive strategies.
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Paradigm Change in the 

Peace & Security Discourse 

State Security Human Security

For whom? State -Centered People-Centered

What threats?

Military Threats Multiple (Economic, Food, 

Health, Environmental, 

Personal, Community and 

Political) Threats

Scope of 

threats?

Inter -State Global; Trans -National; 

Intra -State

What actors?

State; Regional & 

International Organizations

State; Regional & 

International Organizations; 

NGOs; Communities; People

Strategies
Military Defense Empowerment & Protection

of People


