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HAT ARE REGIONAL INTEGRATION STUDIES

ÅI.e. Economic or 
sociological study of 
transnational education 

The study of ôde factoõ integration in 
regional higher education

ÅI.e. Historical & Policy 
analyses

Search for a conceptual framework 
for the regional integration of higher 

education

w

ÅI.e. Political analysisAn analysis of existing frameworks 
for regional integration of higher 

education

ÅI.e. Government policies 
& University strategies

Analysis of the actors involved in the 
regional integration of higher 

education

ÅI.e. EU/ECComparison with the extent of 
integration in other regions2



Integration 

Theory

Formation of a Regional Integration Theory
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ackground Policy Discussion on: 

East Asia CommunityB
Growing relative presence of 

East Asia in the world economy

Increasing economic inter-

dependence within the region

Formulating a self-sustaining 

economic structure, non-

dependent on the West

ñEast Asianization of East Asiaò 

is witnessed in the economies of 

the region

Necessity for 

institution-building 

through regional 

integration

Is the ñEast Asianization 

of East Asiaò true in 

transnational 

education?
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Transnational Education: 

International Market Changes

ÅSupplier 

establishes a 

physical presence in 

consumerõs country.

ÅI.e. Satellite campus

ÅThe supplier 

temporarily moves 

the consumer to supply 

the service.

ÅI.e. Professors abroad

ÅProvision of service 

while consumers travel to 

supplier country

ÅI.eStudy abroad

ÅThe provision of a 

service while neither the 

supplier nor the consumer 

moves

ÅI.e. Distance Education   
Mode 

2

Mode 
4

Mode 
1

Mode 
3

GATS ï4 Modes of Service Delivery

Consumption AbroadCross-border Supply

Commercial Presence Presence of a Natural Person
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Table 1

International Student Mobility in Major Host 

Countries in the West

1987 2002 2002/1987

US 343870 586316 1.705

France 133848 221567 1.655

UK 45416 255233 5.619

Total 523134 1063116 2.032
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Table 2

International Student Mobility in Major Host 

Countries in East Asia

1987 2002 2002/1987

China 3250 85829 26.408

Korea 900 4956 5.506

Japan 10697 86505 8.086

Total 14847 177290 11.941
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Table 3

International Student Mobility ðStudents sent 

abroad from Western origin countries 

1987 2002 2002/1987

US 19,707 40,750 2.067

France 12,500 53,152 4.252

UK 14,513 30,201 2.081

Total 46,720 124,103 2.656
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Table 4

International Student Mobility ðStudents sent 

abroad from Asian origin countries 

1987 2002 2002/1987

China 42,491 274,144 6.459

Korea 22,468 83,242 3.705

Japan 15,335 62,938 4.104

Total 80,294 420,324 5.235
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Asian Students in China
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Asian Students in Korea

Figure 2
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Asian Students in Japan

Figure 3
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Asian Students in the Philippines

Figure 4
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Asian Students in Malaysia

Figure 5
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Inter-University Agreements
Figure 6
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Student exchange based on 

Japanese inter-university agreements
Figure 7
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Professorial exchange based on 

Japanese inter-university agreements
Figure 8
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Current Trends in Student Mobility in 

East Asia

Ã Growing presence of East Asian countries as hosts of 

international students.

Ã Growing presence of East Asian countries as origin countries 

of international students.

Ã Growing number of students move from East Asia to East 

Asia

Ã Possible growing number of inter-university linkages within 

East Asia

ñEast Asianization of East Asiaò is true in 

international student mobility

Necessity to discuss ñEast Asia Communityò from the 

perspective of international student mobility
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